
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

     “Center Church” 

                                  United Church of Christ  -  ONA 
      One Church Street 

               South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075 
(413) 532-2262 

email:   centerchurch@verizon.net 
website:  www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org 

Facebook:   Center Church of South Hadley MA 
Instagram:  @centerchurchsouthhadley 

 
We, the congregation of the First Congregational Church of South Hadley, MA, 
UCC, also known as Center Church, declare ourselves to be Open and Affirming. 
Our congregation is welcoming to all, embracing those of differing sexual orientation, 
transgender/gender identity and expression, marital status, age, mental and physical 
health and ability, racial and cultural background/identity, and 
educational/socioeconomic status. We are open to all to share in Christ’s bountiful 
love through life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, 
responsibilities, blessings, and joys. In the spirit of Paul in Galatians, we celebrate 
the diversity in which God has created us! 

mailto:centerchurch@verizon.net
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April 19, 2026 
Humor Sunday 

 

How many angels can fit in a Honda? All of them: for it is written: “All of my 
angels shall sing my praises in one ACCORD.” 
 
PRELUDE                             Two settings of Lasst uns erfreuen   

     R.G. te Velde, D. Bednall 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
  

INTROIT  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:  This is the time to rejoice! 

People:  What better time than now! 

Leader:  This is the day to laugh, and as the cabbage Deacon likes to say… 

Deacon:  ….. 

Leader:  How many choir directors does it take to change a light bulb? 

Choir 

Member:  ….. 

Leader:  How many Congregationalists does it take to change a light bulb? 

People:  Change?! Congregationalists don’t believe in change!  

Leader:  What’s the greatest joke ever? 

People:  The one God played on the devil by overcoming death, 

celebrating that God has the final laugh. 
 

*HYMN                                       Give To us Laughter              insert back page   
                 from Voices United Hymnal 

MESSAGE FOR ALL 
At the conclusion of the message, the children will leave to go to "The  Promised Land " 

as  the  congregation  sings  the  first  verse  of  On River Jordan's Banks I Stand.   
 

On River Jordan's banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye, 

Upon the fair and happy land where my possessions lie; 

I am bound for the promised land, I am bound for the promised land, 

Oh, who will come and go with me?  I am bound for the promised land. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE  



MORNING PRAYERS  
Prayer of Confession 
 You know better than we do, God, what important people 

we believe we are. Believing we have to be serious all the time, we 
miss out on the joy of your creation. Forgive us, Heart of Joy, and 
make us open to the startling, and upside-down, ways in which you 
work.  Fill us with Easter's laughter; fill us with your healing 
joy; fill us with the love poured into us through Jesus Christ.  

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 Hear the good news! God is faithful and just, slow to anger, and 

quick to laugh. God’s mercy, evident in the jokes, one liners, and stories, 
pours out for all people! 

Pastoral Prayer  
Silence   
Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

   Our Creator/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

               For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

Congregational Response                                                       
            
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES             Jonah 1:1-10 
 

1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah, son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Go at once to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for their wickedness has come up 
before me.” 3 But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and 
went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of 
the Lord.4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm 



came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5 Then the sailors were 
afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the 
sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the 
ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6 The captain came and said to him, 
“What are you doing sound asleep? Get up; call on your god! Perhaps the god will 
spare us a thought so that we do not perish.” 
7 The sailors[a] said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on 
whose account this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell 
on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us why this calamity has come upon us. 
What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And of 
what people are you?” 9 “I am a Hebrew,” he replied. “I worship the Lord, the God 
of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were even more 
afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that 
he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them so.  
15 So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its 
raging. . 
17 ]But the Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in the 
belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
2 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, 2 saying, 
“I called to the Lord out of my distress, and he answered me; out of the belly of 
Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. 
10 Then the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out onto the dry land. 
 

SERMON  “LAUGHTER IS THE LANGUAGE OF THE SOUL”  
Pablo Neruda 

 

*HYMN                    How Firm a Foundation                    black #372  
 

OFFERING 
 Invitation         
 Offertory                   Guide Me, O Great Redeemer       lyrics by R. Matteson 
 

Guide me, O Thou Great Redeemer, I can't seem to find my car; 
Parking lot is quite confusing, looks the same both near and far. 

I know that it's right around here; think I parked in section B 
Or perhaps it's over there in C. 

 

I remember driving here this morning, getting out and making note 
of the place where in I parked it; on a paper even wrote. 
Now I cannot find the paper in amongst my other stuff. 

Getting older sure is really tough. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%201%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-22539a


I'm quite sure I'll soon remember where I left my car, you see; 
Yeah, I think it's round the corner, underneath that big maple tree. 

There are sev'ral close together, different styles and colors too. 
Which is mine? I think it's white, no, blue. 

 

Gosh it sure is getting tiring walking round this parking spot; 
I can't see it anywhere around here; guess it's stolen from the lot. 

So I'll call a nice policeman, maybe one whose name is Gus; 
I remember now; I took the bus! 

                        

*Doxology                       
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

        Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low, 
        Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 

  One God triune whom we adore.  Amen 
Prayer of Dedication 
 

*HYMN               To You, O God, All Creatures Sing      black #17 vs 1-4 

*BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE       Threefold Amen 

POSTLUDE                                    O pássaro irritante                           Z. Abreu 
We invite you to remain quietly and celebrate the conclusion of worship in the postlude. 

 

The Deacons are asking you to refrain from clapping. If moved by the postlude or worship, 
please shout out “AMEN!”  We are implementing this to move away from worship being a 
performance, to sharing a sentiment of having been filled by worship/music.  

 
 

*Please stand if you are comfortable. 
 
 

We hope that you find your worship experience meaningful.  
If you are new to the community, we invite you to make this your church home. 

 

Please stay after worship for refreshments and fellowship 
 downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  

And look for jokes scattered all around Fellowship Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     In our Service Today 
 

  Preacher:             Rev. Lori J. Souder 

  Assisting Minister:    Rev. Randy Purinton 

  Scripture Reader:              Kate Hoffman 

Organist:      Larry Schipull 

Choir Director:    Ben Coakley     

  Deacon:                                                Rachel Alldis 

  Greeter:       
    



If you are visiting with us today, WELCOME.  At the 

close of the service, please take a small welcome gift 

found in the baskets located at the sanctuary narthex 

and crossway doors.  It is our token of saying “thank you 

for sharing worship with us, we truly feel blessed and we hope to see you 

again soon.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Gospel of Mary Magdalene 

 

April 16 and April 23 in the Conference Room at Loomis Village.   
All are welcome. Copies will be available on the table at the 
Church Street entrance. Those living at Loomis will receive a 
copy in their mailbox. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene never 
made it into the Bible, but is a respected source. 

 
 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Continual:   

Barbara Blank, on Hospice at Reeds Landing 

Martha Guild’s mother, June 

Eileen Halkyard 

Elisa’s young friend Elija, addiction recovery 

Eunice Howes 

Leila Mulder, attending boarding school 

Mary Nelsons father, Dave, with cancer 

Fay Paquette 

Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter 

Those struggling with addiction,  
   with cancer, and with chronic disease 

 

 

Situational:  

Cynthia Baker 

Dennis Banks, friend of Karen and 
     Estelle Anderson, with cancer 

Bob Cocker, Rob Cocker’s dad, after a fall 

Robin Glossner, undergoing chemo 

John Hoffman’s parents, Jean and John 

Elisa Morrison’s step-mother Sandy, and   
   brother Carl, with heart issues 

 

 
If you have submitted one of these 

requests for prayer, please let us know 
when it is time to remove someone’s 

name from the list 
 

 



Center Church Announcements 
 

Please sign up to read Scripture during Sunday worship.  There is a sign-

up sheet on the table in the Bock Crossway.  Also, please consider being a 

greeter as folks come into the Sanctuary – signup sheet also in the Crossway. 

 

This morning we will take a special collection for the 

Peterson Memorial Scholarship Fund.  This fund was 

established by Rev. Gus Peterson, who served in the capacity 

of the volunteer Minister of Missions at Center Church from 

1990-2006.   The fund’s statement of purpose says “The fund 

exists to assist people who wish to pursue their education to help them reach 

their fullest potential, but whose financial situation makes it difficult for them 

to do so.” The Peterson Scholarship team selects recipients and distributes 

the scholarships.  Contributions to this fund may also be sent to the church 

office.   Applications for one of these scholarships are available in the church 

office.   Deadline for submission of the application is May 12th. 
 
 

Let’s Find Out:     We know there are friends of Center Church who attend 
quite frequently. Do you wish to know more about the church? Do you 
wish to join or be reinstated? What times work best for a meeting? - during 
the early evenings or after church? Please let Lori know. 
 
Are you a South Hadley resident interested in our town’s history?   The South 
Hadley Historical Commission is about to start work to create the first Town of 
South Hadley Historical Preservation Plan. We will be working with the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. We have six commission members, but we 
need one more! You can apply at https://www.southhadley.org/692/Board-
Vacancies.  For more information, or if you have a question, please contact Bob 
Judge at RobertJudge@gmail.com. 

 

This Week at Center Church 

TODAY  Humor Sunday    
Thursday          Bible Study at Loomis 11am      AA 1:30pm     
Sunday          Worship 10am     Deacon Meeting following service  

https://l.gourl.es/l/f9c6424b85642a8eef8b99351ede2eb51eb941a2?w=bG9yaWplYW5zb3VkZXJAZ21haWwuY29t&u=434542
https://l.gourl.es/l/f9c6424b85642a8eef8b99351ede2eb51eb941a2?w=bG9yaWplYW5zb3VkZXJAZ21haWwuY29t&u=434542
mailto:RobertJudge@gmail.com


Spring has arrived and our English Spring Tea, 

Saturday, May 9th, Noon - 3pm, is on the horizon!  
“Take time for Tea” is our theme, again this year, and we 
hope you have marked your calendars and plan to attend.  
Call the church office, 413-532-2262 for reservations and 
tickets ($20 adults, $12 students, $10 children). There will 

be spring flowers and small gifts available to purchase. This project supports 
the church, our fellowship, and Allianza, a local support organization 
providing rescues for Mothers and Children in abusive situations. Spread the 
word and invite a guest or two and reserve your table! 
 

We are actively looking for team members to join our efforts at the English 

Spring Tea (and hopefully for the Tag Sale in September.)   Many hands make 

the work easier and we’d love to share the fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                              Ministers:   All Church Members 
                                   Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                    

Christian Education Program 

Children: Vicki Scherer, Coordinator, Emily Mulder & Julia Nogales, Teachers 
Youth Coordinator:  Kenneth Mulder  
 Nursery Caregiver:   Annabelle Burke  

 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

  Choir Director:        Ben Coakley 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                 

 Office Administrator:      Cynthia Jubinville 
                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            

 

Members of the Hampshire Association, UCC are invited to attend  

the installation of 
 

Rev. Susan Cartmell 
 

South Congregational Church   1066 South East Street   Amherst, MA  
 

Sunday, May 17, 2026     3PM 
 

Visitors are welcome 
 



Registration for United Church of Christ summer camp at Silver Lake Camp and Retreat 

Center is open.   Silver Lake offers one-week overnight camp sessions from June 21 – 

July 25 for campers entering 4th through 12th grade.  Experience inclusive and nurturing 

Christian community, opportunities to grow and participate as Christ’s disciples, and a 

model of sustainable environmental stewardship of God’s world.   Center Church has a 

limited number of $275 Silver Lake summer camp scholarships for Center Church 

families.  Summer camp information at silverlakect.org     Contact the Center Church 

office for scholarship information.   

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Camp 2026 registration is OPEN NOW 
View all the sessions and register today! 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Lake Camp & Retreat Center 

A Ministry of the Southern New England Conference UCC 

223 Low Road | Sharon, CT 06069 | 860.364.5526 | Fax: 860.364.1000 

slcrc@sneucc.org 

  
 

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!y04M2u8qq9lj4J7RUx+YH17WkDhc+pNkvkgBrhXJgoAg5IZ4HXRGesS9naI0IrETw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!HQSiE+3LQ2HYO0zW6pNkPBC0LvySk1qg+NQ81pfuAztO09R9gVZoBdRmzN4jJvMEw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!KnklqjFbFhNBLRTFbKGY9-6Y+D+zxlaPPcY9laS-+p8I0a90MmjganLoDTwzz++pM
mailto:slcrc@sneucc.org
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!CXWlJUT6SLdvsjBpIuFCUE0ADRf+xWa7LZD7ATZrQAmzQkfCljKIhJDhdj85xkzdM
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!JmFOgt+mVH49FaBxgG4EWCGQbGCEDotF0AY5EscDgEN7yxjzH7-AstTa3vvDer3Fg
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!E2hTgCaYATv+7rujKm4kHPay712wnRmDKQpy6+2lQ3bIl-H7lEmrJ1wrpPlldU6ww
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!LEKMH+fkTROPfn6TnIKK4kEaI2uexpMKVGjoLeIjjjN6xUFfN9tYzQq2crWaH9uzM


 



 



 



 
 



 

 


