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Maundy Thursday 
 

Marking the conclusion of Lent, Maundy Thursday is named from the Latin 

“mandatum” (commandment), signifying the new commandment given by Jesus 

to his disciples at the Last Supper. The feeling of this service is rich and 
ambiguous. It is a commemoration of the loving and giving Jesus showed his 

disciples to the very end. It is also a celebration of Jesus’ gift of the Lord’s Supper, 

by which the church continues its communion with him, and through him, with 
God and with each other. But the celebration is bound up with the impending 

suffering and loss of Jesus, the weakness and failures of the disciples, and the 
betrayal of Jesus by one of his own. The somber aspects of this evening are 

heightened by the traditional use of tenebrae (“darkness”) as we dim the lights. 

 

PRELUDE     Two settings of Passion Chorale   
J.G. Rheinberger, D. Buxtehude       

 

WELCOME 
 

PRAYER 
 

*HYMN          It Was a Sad and Solemn Night            front of last page 

 
PREPARING OUR TABLES 

 

First Reading    (Institution of Passover)                            Exodus 13:3-10  
 

 

Second Reading  (Jesus prepares for Passover)            Matthew 26:17-19  
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (UNISON)                                          Rev. Souder   

We have betrayed you and deserted you, God. As we pause before 

our descent with you into the trauma and tribulation of the cross, 

draw our attention ever closer to your presence in our lives. 
Refresh our hearts, that we recognize the sufferings in the world, 

in our neighbor, and in ourselves. Amen 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                               Rev. Walker  
Tender One, set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future 

in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in 

your likeness and image; through Jesus, the light of the world. Amen. 
 

Third Reading   (Shadow or Betrayal)                           Matthew 26:20-25  



Fourth Reading (Shadow of Denial)                              Matthew 26:31-35 
 

 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION       
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE TABLE 

 
INVITATION 
 

Fifth Reading  (The Supper)                                           Matthew 26:26-29  
 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION   
  
 

Sixth Reading   (That They May Be One)                          John 16:31-17:11  
 

 

Seventh Reading (Agony of the Soul)                           Matthew 26:36-46 
 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem   Holy Jesus      Johann Crüger, arr. Gary Matheny  

Doxology  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

                           Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low, 
                   Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 

               One God triune whom we adore.  Amen 
Dedication 

 

Eighth Reading (Arrest and Flight)                               Matthew 26:47-56  
 

Ninth Reading   (Before Pilate)                    Matthew 27 selected verses 
 

 

HYMN                          Won’t You Let me Be Your Servant?      back of last page 
 

Tenth Reading   (The Death of Jesus)                                    Mark 15:33-39 
 

 

 

We dwell for a moment in the silence and dark. 
When ready, you may exit 

 

 

 
 



All are welcome to come to the sanctuary from Noon – 1pm tomorrow, 

Good Friday, for silent prayer and reflection.   
 

Easter Service at Center Church  Sunday 10am 
           At the Church of Christ Granby, 10:30am 

Rev. Audrey will also conduct a sunrise service at  

6:40am  in the parking lot of the Church. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Service Tonight 

                  Ministers:        Rev. Lori J. Souder 

       Rev. Audrey Walker 

                  Organist:             Larry Schipull 

                  Choir Director:  Ben Coakley 

                  Readers:    Ginette Desrosiers 

    Bill Giles 

     Diane Percy 

Vicki Scherer 

     Nora Schumacher 
     

Deacons:    Karen Anderson 

     Martha Guild 
 

 
Tonight’s Offering will be directed to  

                    Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry, Inc., 
Serving South Hadley and Granby 

 





 


