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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
 DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

 AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 
 

No where does Jesus mention the word “empathy” in the gospels. Everywhere he models it. 

Empathy means to have compassion, to walk in the other’s shoes. Jesus does not say “Be 

empathetic.” Rather he says, “love your neighbor” and then visits villages to show how. 
 

I have been at a loss lately with the United States of America making “poor choice” decisions. I 

have been at a loss when I hear the word “empathy” as a slur, as a put down, as someone who has 

no power or authority, “He has too much empathy!” Then I am reminded of Jesus who restores my 

soul. Empathy is not a power grab, but a hug. Empathy reminds folks we are listening, that we care, 

that we respect. One of the attributes of EQ, Emotional Quotient, is being empathetic. A highly 

empathetic person is proven to be successful in life. There are ways to train children and adults to 

become empathetic. We encourage this philosophy in the Promise Land (Sunday School).   
 

I for one, will not throw empathy under the bus. As we celebrate America’s 250th birthday may 

we take seriously the role of empathy, showing compassion as we love the neighbor. 
 

Joyfully, Lori 
 

 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

“CENTER CHURCH” 
United Church of Christ 

One Church Street 

South Hadley,  Massachusetts  01075 

(413) 532-2262 
               Email:  centerchurch@verizon.net 

 Website:  centerchurchsouthhadley.org/ 

        Facebook:  Center Church of South Hadley MA 

        Instagram:  @centerchurchsouthhadley 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 

July        Joint Worship at the Church of Christ Granby 10:30am 
August       Joint Worship at Center Church 10am 

  
 

mailto:centerchurch@verizon.net
https://centerchurchsouthhadley.org/


For worship in July, Sunday services will be at the Church of Christ, 

Granby at 10:30am.  In August, Sunday services will be at Center 

Church –10am, - joined by our friends from Granby.  

Please remember to keep your pledge payment current during the 

summer!   If you bring your pledge offering to worship in Granby, please clearly mark 

that it is for Center Church and they will send it on to us. You may mail it in if you 

prefer.   Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Summer Office hours are Tuesday – Thursday, 9am – 3pm.  The Church office will be 

closed the week of July 6th and July 20th as well as the week of August 10th.  Rev. Souder 
may be reached directly – email lorijeansouder@gmail.com  or cell 413-455-4401, when 
the office is closed.  Lori will be away September 4-8.  She has potential jury duty the 
week of July 24th – and has 2 grandbabies due at the end of July so…. 
 

 
 

  

Breakfast Conversations: - Monthly, we have been hosting an open discussion around 
a topic for the last two years or so. The guilt-free breakfast is from 8-9 am down in the 
Fellowship Hall. It is guilt-free because you may come once for the topic of interest, or 
come again to support new and familiar friends. On July 15  and August 19, we will 
offer new topics. A light breakfast is available. In July we will discuss how to grasp 
Israel’s recent actions in the last few years. An article is available on the table by the 
Church Street entrance and will be sent to folks who have attended in the past. 
Together we will decide the topic for August. 

  
DATES FOR TAG SALE DONATIONS DROP-OFF 

 

Every Tuesday in July    9am to 12 pm. 

Weeks of August 3 to 23 (Monday – Thursday) 9 am to 12 pm 

Week of August 24 (Monday – Thursday) 9 am to 3 pm 

If needed – please call Corinne (413-219-6563) if you need to arrange a 

different time for drop-off 

NO DONATIONS can be accepted after August 28th  

 

 

 

 
St. Patrick’s church, South Hadley, MA is seeking and organist to play at weekend Masses, Holy 
Days, Holidays, Funerals and Weddings.  If interested in this part time position, and for a detailed 
Job description, please contact:  Deacon David Bergeron, Manager, St. Patrick’s church, South Hadley, 
(413)-213-6625)    d.bergeron@diospringfield.org     Thank you 

mailto:lorijeansouder@gmail.com
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Situational:  

Cynthia Baker 

Dennis Banks, friend of Karen and 
     Estelle Anderson, with cancer 

Family and friends of Barbara Blank,      
     who passed away in June 

Bob Cocker, Rob Cocker’s dad, after a fall 

Robin Glossner, undergoing chemo 

John Hoffman’s parents, Jean and John 

Family and friends of Marilyn Pryor,  
    who passed away last week 

Hitesh Shroff, with cancer 

Bernice Strong 
 

 
 

 
 

Continual:   

Eileen Halkyard 

Elisa’s young friend Elija, addiction recovery 

Eunice Howes 

Elisa Morrison’s step-mother Sandy, and   
   brother Carl, with heart issues  

Leila Mulder, attending boarding school 

Fay Paquette 

Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter 

Those struggling with addiction,  
   with cancer, and with chronic disease 

 

 

If you have submitted one of these 
requests for prayer, please let us know 
when it is time to remove someone’s 

name from the list. 
 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                              Ministers:   All Church Members 
                                   Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                    

Christian Education Program 

Children: Vicki Scherer, Coordinator, Emily Mulder & Julia Nogales, Teachers 
Youth Coordinator:  Kenneth Mulder  
 Nursery Caregiver:   Annabelle Burke  

 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

  Choir Director:        Ben Coakley 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                 

 Office Administrator:      Cynthia Jubinville 
                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            

 



 
 

 
 

 
The Promised Land Sunday School and Youth Group  

will resume in September. 
Have a great summer! 

 
 
        
                             

NO BIBLE STUDY IN JULY    
 

BIBLE STUDY RETURNS IN AUGUST. We will be studying Jesus’ healings in the Gospel of 
Mark. Who did he heal? Why? How? More information will follow. The study will be on 
Thursdays Sept 13, 20 and 27 in the Conference Room at Loomis Village from 11-12. You need 
not be a resident at Loomis to attend. 

 
 

 
 

It’s that time of year when we share summer services with Church of Christ in Granby. In July, 

we will worship at Church of Christ, then in August, we will be at Center Church. This routine 

has been going on for years. So much so that several folks from both churches have developed 

some nice friendships. After worship, attend fellowship time. Make a point to reach out to 

someone you don’t know. Sit at a table of new-to-you, folks. A guarantee that you will have a 

pleasant experience. Church of Christ has an intimate setting in their hall, usually with an 

incredible selection of treats that often includes baked goods, salads, fresh garden 

vegetables.  We are told always pot luck. At Center Church, we do ok with only a very few 

folks bringing something in to share. In Granby, lots of folks bring in food. This August would 

be great to start a new tradition of having many people bringing something in at Center 

Church. Surprise us with what you would like to share. Let this be a tradition that will be 

continued past August. 
 

On a different note. A request has been made to Lori and a deacon to bring back the Peace 

Candle. At our June meeting, we agreed to resume lighting it again. In the past, each week was 

for a particular reason with a write up in the bulletin. We decided the candle would be for 

peace, for where ever, whom ever, whatever each worshiper needed it to be. With so much 

going on everywhere, each person will be able to individually focus on what is needed each 

Sunday.                                                    

 Karen Anderson, for the Deacons 

 

                              CHILDREN’S  

 

Adult Christian Education 
 

Deacon’s Notes 



 

 
 
 

The trustees met on June 10 for their regular monthly meeting before taking their usual July break.  We 

approved May minutes and also heard and approved the treasurer’s report.  We are pleased that so 

far, we are ahead of the 42% of budget needed at the end of May for income (52.54%) and expenses are 

just a little over that at 44%.  Our endowment monies continue to do well in spite of a recent “loss.” 

Our budget figures are still $7,340.85 in the black!  But even though we are not physically here, summer 

work still happens, so we encourage everyone to keep their pledges current and remember that we will 

be at the Granby church for July.  The week of our meeting, the church was humming, with an Odyssey 

event on Tuesday, the Tree of Life graduation on Friday and a non-church-related funeral on Sat.  

Another Odyssey event will take place next week. There are several Odyssey book signing and 

speaking events scheduled later in the summer.  This may introduce new folks to our sanctuary.  All 

of these events generate additional funds coming in to help with the operating budget bottom line.  

Thanks to trustee Karen Anderson who spearheads these endeavors.!!  Five specific items talked about 

last time are now either in progress or pending, including the newly installed hot water heater in the 

FHall kitchen and repair of the dishwasher, also in that kitchen.  Hopefully in the September CAC, we 

will report that work on all of these items has been accomplished! 
 

       Cindy Morrell for the Trustees 

 
Volunteer Help NEEDED 

Assisting the Building Use Team with non-Church events 
 

Did you ever wonder who else uses church spaces, that not directly related to the function of church life? 

You probably know about Tree of Life Learning Center, physical therapist Tanya, seamstress Nancy 

Perman, AA meetings, Girl Scouts, to name a few. There is also monthly special needs playgroup lead by 

Emily Mulder and use a few times a month, by a speech therapist. All of these folks are set in place with 

minimal oversight needed by the Trustees. 
 

AND…The Trustees get random one-time-only requests, from non-parishioners. Recently there was a 

funeral in the sanctuary, with a reception in the Fellowship Hall. There is a wedding, with the rehearsal 

the day before, on September 5th. Another event has been requested, waiting application to be completed. 
 

Then there is the Odyssey Bookshop. They have several author talks every month, scheduled to be held at 

the bookshop.  When too many folks have signed up, and the bookshop cannot accommodate, we get a 

call. For an update, from June to September, five have been/will be held in the sanctuary. These events are 

on weekday evenings.   
 

All of these events help financially support the Center Church budget! 
 

With the non-regular users, a Trustee needs be present, from the time the user enters to time they leave. 

For the Odyssey, we get there at 6pm, and usually leave between 9 to 9:30 pm. What needs to be done is 

unlocking and locking the church, turning the lights and PA system on, then off, and general pickup. One 

person has been doing the majority of covering these events.  More volunteers are needed for this 

fundraising endeavor of the church.   Are interested in/able to help the Trustees with this?  Please speak 

to a Trustee – Karen Anderson, Eliot Chartrand, Winston Baldwin, Mike LaFleur, Cindy Morrell, Mary 

Nelson, and Randy Purinton. 

News from the Trustees for June 2026 
 



 
 

The Council met via Zoom on June 2. Moderator Rachel Alldis opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. Karen 

Anderson led us in devotions. She referred to a Buddhist Facebook reading which stated that practicing 

kindness is good, but also being tough is acceptable. Old business follow up involved “fun outings” 

plans. There were 24 responses to the recent survey about the various options. Rachel will do an 

“option” announcement during worship. A discussion was held during new business about forming a 

task force for Rev. Souder’s upcoming sabbatical. The task force will be made up of four of our church 

members and will be charged with putting together all the needed arrangements. Team updates can 

be found in this Church at the Center.  There is no July Council meeting. The next virtual meeting is 

Tuesday August 4 at 7:00 p.m. The moderator will lead and Anita Sarro will provide devotions.  
 

Center Church in transition 
 

Death:      Professor Marilyn (Zirk) Pryor, June 3,  90 years old 

       Barbara (Allen) Blank, June 20, 100 years old 

 

07/26       David C. Morrell, Clerk  
 

 

 
Sheila Adams’ Operation Backpack is in full swing for the coming school year (yes, school just got out!) She 

needs all kinds of school supplies to help our local kids start the year right. For the last several years, Center 

Church has collected items to help our local kids. Let’s do it again this year! Unbelievably, Staples already 

has great sales on supplies kids of all ages will need. We won’t be worshipping in our building during July, 

but the Operation Backpack box is still down by the side door. You can shop, then drop by church during 

the week (Tuesday – Thursday) to fill that box!  
 

Thank you, generous Center Church.  

Your Outreach Team. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from Church Council 

 

Outreach Team 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 

When it rains…. 
Center Church comes to the rescue. 

 

The Thursday evening Concert 
planned for the Town Common, was 
able to be moved to our Sanctuary 
when rain made it impossible to be 
held outside.  
 

A Natural Concert Band – about 62 
musicians- performed for a 
welcoming crowd.  Thanks to Karen 
Anderson and John Anz for 
overseeing the event. 



 

 

 

Fall Fair and Tag Sale – September 12th and 13th  
 

Our 30th Annual Center Church Fair and Tag Sale is happening! This is truly one of those “all hands-

on deck” moments in the life of Center Church! Our great history, our excellent fair, and the community 

that supports our project is a testament demonstrated by lines of buyers waiting to shop. We raise 

important funds that help support the budget and our ministries mission throughout the year. The fair 

is more than a fundraiser, though; it is a living witness to who we are: a church family that works 

together, laughs together, serves together and opens our door wide with gratitude to the community. 

There is a place for everyone to help! Whether you can bake, set up, greet guests, work a table, clean 

up, donate items, spread the word, or simply show up with a willing spirit, your presence matters. Many 

hands make light work and our goal is a wonderful, successful FUNraiser. 

***Donations have started, Tuesdays, and continuing each Tuesday, 9am to 12pm or by calling the 

team and making special arrangements. ***August 3rd will change the drop off schedule to Monday 

through Thursday, 9am to 12pm, or call a team member to make special arrangements. Starting 

***August 24, we will make a change to Monday through Thursday 9am to 3pm, as volunteers will be 

“at the tables” finalizing . We offer a very flexible schedule to all volunteers as you are the wheels that 

make the cart move!  The last day to make donations will be August 28.  

Please don’t wait until the last minute …if you have donations! 

By the way, the most time-consuming parts of the tag sale are the preparations. 

                                   Pricing…Sorting…Cleaning… 

The Fall Tag Sale, September 12 and 13, is an all-church event! Our success is dependent on the items 

donated, the buyers making a purchase and your willingness to help with the many tasks that make it 

possible. 

Be sure to review the “What does not sell…” page and/or ask us for help if you have any questions. 

Items that sell are one of the great mysteries of this event! 

Again, this year, we will offer a room of curated, used clothing. Students love blue jeans, sweaters, 

accessories and more! Items must be clean, in good repair and attractive to current standards. We have 

started collecting and we are grateful for your support. 

 
                              

               November 21st and 22nd  
The Holiday Bazaar is planned for November 21-22, still 6 months away in the future, but on the 

drawing board! We will host talented crafters as we did last November, so we are starting the planning. 

We want to open the invitation to crafters to plan to join us for the weekend of November 21-22, and 

I will forward an application as soon as crafter inquiries arrive. Let us know if you have any contacts I 

should reach out to.   Corinne 

 

Activities Team 



WHAT DOES SELL.... 
Please ONLY CLEAN and IN WORKING ORDER.. 

Please take the time to wash and check your items! 

 
 

Dishes     Vases    Knick knacks               
 Lamps           Jewelry 

 
Artificial flowers        Linens       Decorative pillows 

Small furniture (end tables, bookcase) 

 
Small appliances in good condition                       

Pots and pans      Hardware items 

 
Art work    Frames    Baskets    Purses & bags                                    

Hard cover & Paperback books 
 

Decorations (indoor or outdoor) for any holiday  
NOT Christmas – we will have another collection time for Christmas Bazaar 

 

 
 

Toys           Games        Puzzles      
Stuffed animals      Outdoor children’s toys 

 

Please remember we are 

NOT accepting…. 

Large Furniture (couch, bed frames), Electronics, most sporting good items, 
records, reference books, old magazines and large household replacement 
items such as chandeliers, kitchen fixtures, etc. 

 
Again this year, we will offer a room of curated, used clothing. 

Students love Blue Jeans, sweaters and accessories, if you are 

cleaning out used items, consider our pop-up shop of clothing for 

sale. Items MUST be clean, in good repair, and attractive to current 

standards. We will begin collecting after June 13th. Call us with any questions. 



 

 

 

NOAH GOODMAN 1734 - 1797     PATRIOT AND STATESMAN 
 

The Honorable Noah Goodman Esq. was born to Thomas and Mary (Scovill) 
Goodman on February 9, 1734 in Hadley, Massachusetts. He was one of three 
sons and four daughters. His surname means “master of a household,” and in 
Scotland it means “master and landowner in his own right.” The Goodman 
family moved to the “south precinct” later known as South Hadley in the 1730s. 
They were among the founding families and first members of the First 
Congregational Church of South Hadley, which started October 3, 1733. Thomas 
Goodman was a “founding father” who took part in the governing of the 
fledgling village. 
 

By the time Noah was 22, he married Abial Smith on October 25, 1756. They had 
six children: Ithamar, Titus, Simeon, Abial, Mary and Clarissa. They eventually made their home in 

our former first meeting house (now called the Yarde House) after the 2nd 
meeting house was built. Noah became active in the Village’s politics. He was 
a selectman from 1771-1779 and was also part of a group of residents who 
leased land from Josiah White to erect the 1st school house! 
 

From 1774-1775 Noah Goodman was elected to represent South Hadley at the 
Provincial Congress meetings in Concord, Cambridge and Watertown. Noah 
was 42 when he went marching off to Lexington on April 
20. He was a captain with Col Benjamin Ruggles 
Woodbridge. Noah was recruited into the Massachusetts 
Militia to fight in Boston. At that point, he was 

commissioned a major and became a member of George Washington’s 
Continental Army. He was appointed to raise a “force of men” for the Canadian 
Expedition which was a part of the Acadian Force of Huguenot descendants who 
fought in our Revolutionary War. In 1780, he was an active representative to the 
General Court of Boston. He attended the Constitutional Convention in Boston 

where he ratified the Massachusetts’ State Constitution. On January 9, 1788, the 
Honorable Noah Goodman Esq. was one of 17 “yes” voters out of 43 “no” voters 
from Hampshire County to ratify the new United States Constitution! Noah became 
the Superintendent for Hampshire County to oversee the 
returning troops from the War.  He supervised the back pay, 
bonuses and pension payments.  
 

Noah Goodman remained an active participant in church 
and civic duties. At that time, the Church Council acted as a 

“court for domestic disputes.” Noah’s wife Abial, (also spelled Abihail) died 
August 24, 1796. She was 61. Noah died the next year on February 11, 1797 at 
63. They are both buried in the “Olde Burial Ground” part of Evergreen 
Cemetery in South Hadley. Inscribed on his tombstone is: “Princes, this clay 
must be your bed in spite of all your towers the tall, the wise, the reverend head, must 
be as low as our’s.” 
 

07/26    David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 

 

From the Church Historian – July 2026 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
05 Helen Gage 

12 Chloe Hough 

22 Cora Hough 

25 Klara Sokop 

 
 

 

 

05 Brian Lapis 

06 Annabelle Burke 

07 Janet Stache 

10 Jacques LaFleur 

15 Nick Tipton 

31 Matt Lafleur 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday morning services are at the 
Church of Christ, Granby 10:30am 

 
 

July 7 Tag Sale Drop off   9am - noon  
 

July 15  Breakfast Conversation 8am   
                        Fellowship Hall 
           

July 14   Tag Sale Drop off  9am - noon 
 

July 21  Tag Sale Drop off  9am – noon 
 
July 28  Tag Sale Drop off  9am – noon 
 

Tag Sale donations are alco accepted on 
Sundays following worship. 

 

 
There are NO TEAM MEETINGS IN JULY 

 
The Church Office will be closed  

the weeks of July 6th and 20th  
when Thia is on vacation.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday morning services are at 
Center Church 10am 

 
 

August 3-6  Tag Sale Drop off  9am - noon 
                

August 4   Church Council 7pm Zoom 
 

August 10   Outreach Team 7pm   
 

August 10-13 & 17-20   Tag Sale Drop off  
                         9am-Noon 
 

August 12   Trustees 7pm  Zoom 
 

August 16   Deacons following worship 
 

August 19  Breakfast Conversation 8am   
                        Fellowship Hall 
 

August 24– 27    Tag Sale Drop off 
                                    9am - 3pm 

. 

   

The LAST DAY for dropping off  Tag Sale 
donations will be August 28 


