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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“Center Church”
United Church of Christ - ONA
One Church Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075
(413) 532-2262
email: centerchurch@verizon.net
website: www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org
Facebook: Center Church of South Hadley MA
Instagram: @centerchurchsouthhadley

We, the congregation of the First Congregational Church of South Hadley, MA,
UCC, also known as Center Church, declare ourselves to be Open and Affirming.
Our congregation is welcoming to all, embracing those of differing sexual orientation,
transgender/gender identity and expression, marital status, age, mental and physical
health  and  ability, racial and  cultural  background/identity,  and
educational/socioeconomic status. We are open to all to share in Christ’s bountiful
love through life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys. In the spirit of Paul in Galatians, we celebrate
the diversity in which God has created us!



mailto:centerchurch@verizon.net
http://www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org/

Welcome to our friends from the
Granby Church of Christ

August 9, 2026

Being listened to feels so much like being loved

that people can scarcely tell the difference. = — David Taylor-Klaus

PRELUDE To Seek Within G. Peterson
As the Morning Sunlight Appears D. Paxton

Rest F. Maker

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION MOMENT ALIANZA

PASSING OF THE PEACE
INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: What does this worship service need?

People: Quiet where faith can grow, song that blossoms hope,
scripture that remembers love, honest words to untangle a small
length of a knotty existence, gifts offering service of the heart.

Leader: Who shall come to this service?

People: All who have prayer in the center of their lives and all
who are lonely for the touch of God.

*HYMN Dear God, Embracing Humankind black # 502
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE

MORNING PRAYERS
Prayer of Confession
Dearest God, we confess that we have little faith, that we
doubt, that in storms of life we falter, though we say we trust you.
Hear our hope, even in our doubting, that you will answer.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Hear the words of Jesus: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Pastoral Prayer
Silence




Lord’s Prayer (debts)
Our Creator/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Congregational Response

Hear our prayer,O God, hear our prayer,O God; in -
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cline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. A - men.

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES Matthew 14:22-33

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is
I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on
the water, and came toward Jesus. 3° But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3tJesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
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SERMON SEEING PEOPLE WHERE THEY ARE
*HYMN You Are Salt for the Earth, O People black # 181
OFFERING
Invitation
Offertory He Touched Me W. Gaither
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore,
One God triune whom we adore. Amen
Prayer of Dedication




*HYMN What a Covenant black # 471

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Threefold Amen
POSTLUDE The Heavens Rejoice F. Ritter

We invite you to remain quietly and celebrate the conclusion of worship in the postlude.

The Deacons are asking you to refrain from clapping. If moved by the postlude or worship,
please shout out “AMEN!” We are implementing this to move away from worship being a
performance, to sharing a sentiment of having been filled by worship/music.

*Please stand if you are comfortable.
We hope that you find your worship experience meaningful.
If you are new to the community, we invite you to make this your church home.

Please stay after worship for refreshments and fellowship
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.

In our Service Today
Preacher: Rev. Lori J. Souder
Scripture Reader: David Morrell
Organist/Choir Director: Cynthia J. Morrell
Soloist: Sharyn Kovalesky
Deacon: Karen Anderson

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH

Ministers: All Church Members
Senior Minister: Rev. Lori J. Souder

Christian Education Program
Children: Vicki Scherer, Coordinator, Julia Nogales, Teacher
Youth Coordinator: Kenneth Mulder
Nursery Caregiver:

Music
Organist: Larry Schipull
Choir Director: Ben Coakley
Associate in Music: ~ Cynthia Morrell

Office Administrator: Cynthia Jubinville
Sexton: Robert Farman




PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Continual: Situational:

Eileen Halkyard Family and friends of Bobbie Ayers
Elisa’s young friend Elija, addiction recovery who passed away July 8

Eunice Howes Cynthia Baker

Elisa Morrison’s brother Carl, with heart issue | D€nnis Banks, friend of Karen and

Leila (Addison) Mulder, Estelle Anderson, with cancer

attending boarding school A Neil Fairman, friend of Karen Anderson
Fay Paquette Q Of Robin Glossner, undergoing chemo
Bernice Strong ' John Hoffman’s parents, Jean and John
Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter The LaFleur family on the passing of
Those struggling with addiction, Becky’s Dad, Richard Racine

with cancer, and with chronic disease Michael Nemuth, Anita Sarro’s son,

undergoing treatment
If you have submitted one of these Hitesh Shroff, with cancer

requests for prayer, please let us know
when it is time to remove someone’s
name from the list.

This Week at Center Church

Monday Outreach Team 7pm ﬁi
Wednesday  Trustees 7pm ,f S
Thursday AA 1:30pm Dance Lessons

Sunday Worship 10am

Center Church Announcements

If you are visiting with us today, WELCOME. At the close of
the service, please take a small welcome gift found in the
baskets located at the back of the sanctuary and in the crossway.
It is our token of saying “thank you for sharing worship with us, we truly feel

to OQur Church

blessed and we hope to see you again soon.”
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Please sign up to read Scripture during Sunday worship. There is a sign-
up sheet on the table in the Bock Crossway. Also, please consider being a
greeter as folks come into the Sanctuary - signup sheet also in the Crossway.




Breakfast Conversation - August 19t at 8am in Fellowship Hall - Topic:
Racism - Readings are available on the table in the Church Street entrance.
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Bible Study resumes in August. August 13 - John 7:37-39 Who is Thirsty? ;
August 20 - Genesis 1:1-2:4a Rest made Holy; August 27 - Genesis 22:1-14 It
shall be provided. The study will be held in the Conference Room at Loomis
Village from 11-12. You need not be a resident at Loomis to attend.
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September 12th and 13th

When can I drop off donation? A frequently asked question. In August, we
will be accepting donations Monday - Thursday, 9am to noon. If you do drop
off when we not “open,” we appreciate that you put your donation in the
marked area. Believe it or not there is an organized system. Of course,
donations are always accepted on Sundays after Church! August 28t is the
last day to donate goods.

You are welcome to join us on Tuesday mornings. Many hands and volunteer
hours are needed to make this fundraising event successful. An hour or two
makes a huge difference. There is always something to do. The Fall Tag Sale,
September 12 and 13, is an all-church event. Our success is dependent on the
items being sold and your willingness to help in the many tasks it takes to
put it together.

Be sure to review the “What Does Not Sell” page in the July-August
newsletter, as you pack up your treasures that need a new home. Thank you!




OPERATION Sheila Adams’ Operation Backpack is in full swing for the
bAK PACK coming school year (yes, school just got out!) She needs all
Nz \!/ kinds of school supplies to help our local kids start the

: year right. For the last several years, Center Church has
collected items to help our local kids. Let’s do it again this
year! Unbelievably, Staples already has great sales on
supplies kids of all ages will need. We won’t be worshipping in our building
during July, but the Operation Backpack box is still down by the side door.

You can shop, then drop by church during the week (Tuesday - Thursday)
to fill that box!

Thank you, generous Center Church.  Your Outreach Team.

S,

November 215t and 22nd

The Holiday Bazaar is planned for November 21-22, still 6 months away in
the future, but on the drawing board! We will host talented crafters as we did
last November, so we are starting the planning. We want to open the
invitation to crafters to plan to join us for the weekend of November 21-22,
and I will forward an application as soon as crafter inquiries arrive. Let us
know if you have any contacts I should reach out to. Corinne




September 12
9am - Spm
September 13"

Noon - Spm




Dear God, Embracing Humankin

DISCIPLESHIP

d 502

John Greenleaf Whittier, 1872; alt. Mark 1:16-20; Matt. 14:22-23; 1 Kings 19:11-12
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I Dear God, em-brac-ing hu - man-kind, for - give our fool - ish
2 In sim - ple trust like theirs who heard, be - side the Syr - ian
3 0 sab - bath rest by Gal -1 - lee! O calm of hills a -
4 Drop your still dews of qui - et - ness, till all  our striv - ings
5 Breathe through the puls - es of de - sire your cool - nessand your
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ways; Re - clothe us in our right - ful mind, in
sea, The gra - cious call - ing of your word, let
bove! There Je - sus met you prayer - ful - ly: the
cease; Take from our souls the strain and stress, and
balm; Let sense be numb, let flesh re - tire;  speak
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us, like them, by spir - it stirred, rise up
si - lenceof e - ter -ni-ty, in - ter

through the earth-quake, wind, and fire,
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pur - er lives your ser - vice find, in deep - er rev-erence, praise.

and fol-lowers be.
- pret - ed by love.

let  our or-dered lives con-fess the beau -ty of your peace.
still, small voice of  calm.
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In his poem “The Brewing of Soma,” New England poet John
Greenleaf Whittier compares frenzied ecstasies of a sect of
Hindu priests to the noisy Christian revivals he found so
offensive. This hymn of quiet worship is from the final stanzas.

Tune: REST 8.6.8.8.6.
Frederick C. Maker, 1887
Alternate tune: REPTON
(repeating last phrase)




You Are Salt for the Earth, O People

Paraphr. by Marty Haugen, 1986; alt.
Unison

181

Matt. 5:13-15
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I Youare salt forthe earth, O peo-ple:  salt for the reign of God!
2 Youarea light onthe hill, O peo-ple: light for the Cit-y of God!

3 Youare a seed
4 We are a blessed and a

of the Word, O peo-ple:
pil - grim peo-ple:

bring forth the
bound for the

reign of God!
reign of God!
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Share the fla-vor of life, O peo - ple: life in the Cit-y of God!
Shine so ho - ly and bright, O peo - ple: shine for the Cit-y of God!
Seeds of mer-cy and seeds of jus - tice, grow in the Cit-y of God!
Love our jour-ney and love our home-land: love is the Cit-y of God!
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Bring  forth the reign of mer-cy, bring forth the reign of peace;
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During a residency at Holden Village, a retreat center in the state
of Washington, Marty Haugen wrote this hymn to be used as a
“processing song” for outdoor worship. The lectionary readings
focusing on Jesus’ teaching about the “reign of God” provided
the basis for the text.

Copyright © 1986 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

Bring forth the reign of jus-tice, bring forth the Cit-y of God!
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Tune: BRING FORTH Irr. with refrain
Marty Haugen, 1986




NURTURE

471 What a Covenant

Deut. 33:27 i Elisha A. Hoffman, 1887; al.
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I What a *cov - e-nant, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on theev-er -
2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on theev-er -
3 Whathave 1 todread, whathave I to fear, lean-ing on theev-er -
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last-ing arms. What a bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing

last - ing arms. Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing
last - ing arms? I have bless-ed peace with my Sav-ior near, lean-ing
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on the ev-er - last-ing arms.

on the ev-er - last-ing arms.  Lean - ing, lean - ing,  safe and se-cure from
on the ev-er - last-ing arms.
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all a-larms; lean - ing, lean - ing,  lean-ing on the ev-er - last-ing arms.
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*Or, “fellowship”
In a letter to two grieving friends, A. J. Showalter quoted Tune: LEANING 5.5.9.D. with refrain
Deuteronomy 33:27, “ . . . underneath are the everlasting arms.” Anthony J. Showalter, 1887

Showalter then wrote this music and the refrain and sent them to
E. A. Hoffman to provide the stanzas.




