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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
 DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

 AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 
 

I was inspired by the hymns you selected to sing during the hymn sing from The New 
Century Hymnal. They all spoke to beauty, truth, or God’s grace. These are the ones you 
selected. Ring a bell? God of the Sparrow, O Mighty God, Were You There, Spirit of the 
Living God, How Firm a Foundation, In the Bulb there is a Flower, Be Now my Vision, Be 
Still My Soul, We Shall Overcome, and Lift Every Voice and Sing (the last two we did not 
have time to sing).  
  
Hymns recognize the changing seasons, the liturgical year, our suffering, and our prayers. 
When we combine our voices as one, we are witnessing to the One God of Love.  
  
Come a little early to worship in order to read some of the hymns, to see which ones 
spring out at you. Join our choir with Ben Coakley as the Choir Director. And if there is 
interest in the Promise Land (Sunday School), the children and youth may sing. Promise 
Land begins the same Sunday choir returns, Sept 13.  
  
May we “Lift Every Voice and Sing” See you at church, 
Lori 
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We have a new Church Admin – Ana Lewis – WELCOME! 
Ana hails from Amherst and brings a great deal of Admin experience with her; and, to 
quote Ana “I bring a warm approachable style to every interaction.”  Ana will work Tues – 
Friday 9am – 3pm and manage all office duties.  She will be your contact for all non-
financial happenings.  Team leaders will continue to send info and inquiries to Ana at the 
usual email address, centerchurch@verizon.net – and they will continue to use that for all 
communications with members and friends.  Please stop in and welcome Ana when you 
are in the building.   
 

Thia will continue as Financial Admin – working in the back office and from home.  She 
may be contacted at a new email – centerchurchsh@gmail.com Please feel free to contact 
her with any pledge/donation questions or to inquire about any financial related tasks.   

 
If you are in need of backpacks or school supplies for your child/ren, please contact Shiela Adams at 
shoperationbackpack@yahoo.com or call her at 413-536-5316.  She will need child’s name and grade they 
are entering, as well as a phone number at which you can be reached 

 

                  Breakfast  and Conversation  September 16 from 8-9am  
Please consider joining us for a light breakfast and a hearty discussion that is both 
relevant (in the news) and theological. We will discuss Physician-assisted suicide (PAS). 
Two articles will be sent to those who have attended before and will be available to pick 
up on the table by the side entrance on Church Street.  

 

FALL FAIR AND TAG SALE 
– SEPTEMBER 12 (9AM – 4PM) AND 13 (NOON – 4PM)_ 

 
 

Fall Benefit Jazz Concert Coming to Center Church to Support the Performing Arts 
  

Center Church will host yet another benefit jazz concert in our sanctuary on Sunday, November 1st at 
3 pm.  The “Next Generation of Jazz” performance will feature 4 of the brightest and youngest rising 
stars on the jazz scene today.  Concert proceeds will support the South Hadley Music Parents 
Association (SHMPA) and the Center Church Outreach team. 
  

Much more information and details coming soon, including ticket availability and volunteer 
opportunities.  Stay tuned! 

  
 
 

Holiday Bazaar  -  November 22nd and 23rd 
 

The Holiday Bazaar is planned for November 22-23.  We will host talented crafters as we 

did last November, so we are starting the planning. We want to open the invitation to crafters to plan 

to join us for the weekend of November 22-23, and I will forward an application as soon as crafter 
inquiries arrive. Let us know if you have any contacts I should reach out to.   Corinne 
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Confirmation: Calling all parents of youth 12-18. Confirmation will occur this 
year. It is a process of learning about one’s faith and the church. We will do field 
trips to visit other traditions, invite guests to talk, do a service project, and do 2 

zoom lessons (to fit into busy schedules). Please let Lori know if interested. 
 

Our HR team has been searching for our next Church Administrator (24 hours per week) and we are 

happy that Ana Lewis has accepted our offer and will serve as our new Church Administrator.  Ana 

started the week of August 24 so she could have time train directly alongside Thia, ensuring a smooth 

and seamless handoff for our office operations. 
 

Best wishes,   Rachel, Moderator 

 

Celebrating 22 Years of Faithful Service: Honoring Thia Jubinville 
 

For over two decades, Thia Jubinville has been the steady heart and supportive presence behind the 

daily life of our church family. After 22 years of extraordinary dedication, Thia officially stepped 

down from her role as Church Administrator on August 27. 
 

Thia’s warmth, organizational grace, and deep commitment have guided our congregation through 

countless seasons, events, and milestones. While her daily presence in the front office will be dearly 

missed, we are delighted to share that she isn’t leaving us completely. Thia has graciously agreed to 

continue serving our community as our Financial Director for 8 hours a week, helping ensure 

organizational continuity and steady stewardship. 
 

Save the Date for a Fall Celebration We want to honor Thia’s incredible legacy together! We will host 

a special community celebration this fall to shower her with the love, stories, and gratitude she so 

richly deserves after 22 years of faithful service. Stay tuned for dates and details in upcoming 

bulletins. 
 

I know we all want to wish Thia well as she steps into this joyful next chapter! 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Continual:   

Eileen Halkyard 

Elisa’s young friend Elija, addiction recovery 

Eunice Howes 

Elisa Morrison’s brother Carl, with heart issue  
Leila (Addison) Mulder,  attending boarding school 

Fay Paquette 

Bernice Strong 

Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter 

Those struggling with addiction,  
   with cancer, and with chronic disease 

 
If you have submitted one of these 

when it is time to remove someone’s 
 

Situational:  

Cynthia Baker 

Dennis Banks, friend of Karen and 
     Estelle Anderson, with cancer 

Beverly Byrnes, friend of Karen Anderson 

Neil Fairman, friend of Karen Anderson 

Robin Glossner, undergoing chemo 

John Hoffman’s parents, Jean and John 

Michael Nemuth, Anita Sarro’s son,     
    undergoing treatment 

Hitesh Shroff, receiving cancer treatment 
 

 

requests for prayer, please let us know 
name from the list. 

 
 

 
 



 
 

I’m so excited to be back in South Hadley starting in September! The Promised Land will start on 
September 13th and this year they will start with learning about loving people using the Follow Me: 
Love God, Neighbor, Enemy curriculum. We will hopefully be doing a service project to go along 
with this to put what we are learning into action. We are also looking for some volunteers to help in 
the Promised Land since we have an amazing group of children that are very diverse in ages and 
abilities. I cannot wait to see all of you very soon! 
Thank you,   Vicki  
 

 
 

As we embark on a new school year, I will continue to share each month about one of the cool youth 
attending our church.  This month, I am sharing with you about Sam Pontes, our other amazing 
graduate from the class of 2026 (see the previous piece about Annie Burke to learn about our other 
awesome grad).  I am sure Sam is no stranger to most of you, but here are some additional tidbits that 
perhaps you didn't know. 
 

In high school, Sam was the Student Council President, ran the Model Congress Club, was a leader in 
the Best Buddies club, was a volunteer coach for a youth soccer team in Ludlow, and ran track and 
field in addition to playing soccer.  He took full advantage of all high school had to offer and learned 
many great leadership skills. 
 

This leadership extended to his involvement at the church, where Sam reports that his favorite thing 
about Center Church is the community. In Sam's words: "From the promised land to fellowship hall, I 
love all of the wonderful people that go to our church. I am so grateful to be able to be exposed to a 
diverse group of people with different life experiences that I can learn from. It is truly an awesome 
opportunity to learn and engage with all of the wonderful people at our church."  And the experience 
has been mutual.  Sam, in return, has graced us with his energy and compassion, and his leadership in 
the promised land will be greatly missed. 
 

Next year, Sam will attend Carleton College in Northfield MN. He hopes to explore all of his interests 
by getting a liberal arts degree while focusing on a concentration in Political Science and International 
Relations. He seeks to use his leadership and professional skills to apply compassion and kindness into 
the world of government. Longer term, he plans to pursue graduate work in his field with the goal of 
being an official in local government that can make tangible change for his community.     Kenneth 
 

 
        
 

Come join us for a Bible Study Sept 10, 17, and 24 from 11-noon in the Conference Room 
at Loomis Village. Topic: Seven Deadly Sins! Why only seven? Who developed the list? Do we ever 
let the list control our lives. Sept 10-Lust and Gluttony (Mt 5:28, 1 Corinthians 6:18, Proverbs 23:20-21, 
Philippians 3:18-19). Sept 17-Greed and Sloth (Luke 12:15, 1 Timothy 6:10, Proverbs 13:4, Ecclesiastes 
9:10. Sept 24-Wrath, Envy, and Pride (Psalm 37:8, Exodus 20:17, Proverbs 14:30, Proverbs 16:18 and 
Proverbs 11:2). After studying the 7 deadly sins we will practice doing them.  
  

Breakfast Conversation: September 16 from 8-9am in Fellowship Hall   Please consider joining us for 
a light breakfast and a hearty discussion that is both relevant (in the news) and theological. We will 
discuss Physician-assisted suicide (PAS). Two articles will be sent to those who have attended before 
and will be available to pick up on the table by the side entrance on Church Street.  

                              CHILDREN’S  

 

Adult Christian Education 
 



Center Church Promised Land Sunday School Registration Form 
2026-2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child’s name 
 

Grade Entering Date of Birth 
 

Parent(s) / Guardian Name 
 
 

 

Siblings Attending Church School 
 
 

Address:   
 
 

Home phone Cell Email address(es) 
 
 

 2nd home :  Address and phone 
 

Please list anyone who is authorized to pick your child up during or after class: 
 
Please select one of the following: 

o (Students in grades 4+ only) I give permission for ________________ to be dismissed without 

being signed out.  I understand that it is the responsibility of the parent and child to discuss a 

meeting place after worship service has ended.   

o My child will remain in the Promised Land at the end of Sunday School and worship until I 

come upstairs to the Promised Land to pick him / her up.   They may not be dismissed without 

my presence. 

Allergies 
 

Does your child have any health issues we should be aware of? 
Is there any other information you would like us to know about your child? 
 
 

Do we have permission to include your child in photos that may be taken for possible use in CHURCH 
publications, including the Center Church Website?        Yes  _____  No _____ 

Please know that your child’s name will never be published on our website. 

What types of learning activities does your child enjoy (music, drama, games, art, computers, writing)? 
 
 

Are you willing to help our in the Sunday School?    Yes ______  No _____ 
 

Parent / Guardian Signature                                                                                             Date 
 



 

 
 

The trustees held a special meeting in July to discuss the upcoming retirement of Thia Jubinville as our church 

administrator.  While we are not part of the actual HR team which will be hiring her replacement, we are obviously 

concerned with any financial implications. We did discuss splitting the job into two positions and agreed that we 

would be hiring a church administrator to handle most of what Thia has been doing currently, and hire Thia as a 

financial administrator.  That request from HR was formally approved by the trustees with specific details to be 

worked out by the HR team. Technically the new person would work for 24 hrs/week for 10 months and 12 

hrs/week for July and August.  Thia would work for 8 hrs/week.   
 

At our August meeting, we heard our usual reports from pastor Lori and treasurer John, including the happy news 

that Lori’s twins have each added new grandbaby to the family. Congratulations to the grandparents!  Financially 

we continue to keep pace.  At the end of July, we should stand at 58% of the budget.  Income was 65%, even with 

being at the Granby church for July, and expenses were 57.66%.  Thanks to the warm weather, our gas 

consumption has decreased, but our electricity use has increased.  The permanently restricted funds which are 

held by the UCC have been pretty steady for the last couple of months and we continue to be very pleased with 

their stewardship.  We are happy that our lawn folks were able to trim bushes and bring in new mulch recently.  

We were also pleased to see that the TOL play area has also been  mulched and made much safer and less dirty 

for the children.  We are anticipating the new doors up in our second-floor “ladies”/TOL room very soon and 

work continues on replacing the Church St. FHall kitchen door.  The partnership with the Odyssey will see two 

book signing events coming up in the near future. There are also two other events which will be held later in the 

fall and you will be hearing about those soon – one event on 9/27 and the other on 11/1. 
 

As we go through some transitions shortly, we have some general requests.  If you have financial concerns about 

the church business, please feel free to contact John Hoffman, treasurer (email  hoffmanje3@gmail.com or 413-

535-9754) or Thia Jubinville (after 8/27, email centerchurchsh@gmail.com ) in her new role as our financial 

administrator.  If you are wanting/needing to schedule an event here at the church or know of an outside group 

looking for space, the person to contact is Karen Anderson (email karenkrafts47@gmail.com ).  She is the 

trustees’ “building use coordinator” so she should be your first contact. She has been working hard trying to think 

“outside the box” and help us meet our financial responsibilities with the budget.  As always, thanks for keeping 

your pledges current, whether we are here at Center Church or elsewhere. 

 

       Cindy Morrell for the trustees 
 

 
 

The Council met via Zoom on August 4. Brian Lapis led the meeting for Moderator Rachel Alldis. The meeting 

opened at 7:03 p.m. He called on Anita Sarro to lead us in devotions. Anita spoke of emotional challenges and 

how to meet them. One must seek the positive in life! She read a passage from Mary Oliver’s poem “Don’t 

Hesitate” about joy. The “fun outings” of a picnic outing and a theatre performance were enjoyed by friends and 

members of the congregation. Stewardship Sunday is November 15.  An intergenerational luncheon is in the 

planning stage with more information to come. Council agreed to change the Membership Team’s title to the 

Welcoming Team. It was felt that this would present a more inviting and positive approach for the revamped 

team. Team updates can be found in the Church at the Center. The next virtual meeting is Tuesday September 1 

at 7:00 p.m. The moderator will lead and John Hoffman will lead us in devotions. 

 

Center Church in Transition 

 

Death:  Barbara (Bobbie) Ayers, July 8, 91 years old. 

 

9/26             David C. Morrell, Clerk  

News from the Trustees for September 2026 
 

Notes from Church Council 

mailto:hoffmanje3@gmail.com
mailto:centerchurchsh@gmail.com
mailto:karenkrafts47@gmail.com


 
 

What’s going on at the various organizations that you help support?  
Girls Inc of the Valley in Holyoke runs the Eureka program where "students from grades 8-12 

experience college life through on-campus STEM activities, career exploration and leadership 

development.” They recently held a Eurekathon that brought together families and many community 

members to celebrate those students. 
AlianzaDV in Holyoke, whose representative Emily recently spoke to our congregation will sponsor 

a Cider Donut Dash on September 26 to “raise awareness, support survivors and help build a future 

free from domestic violence.” If you like running or walking, check it out. Proceeds support Alianza 

programs and plenty of donuts await you at the finish line. 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors is our local food pantry in South Hadley. Every Saturday morning and 

Wednesday afternoon, no matter the weather, volunteers give groceries to customers who get to pick 

the food they want! Center Church always has a bin downstairs by the door, where you can put food 

and personal care items. 

 

 

Now that summer is winding down, with the sun setting earlier a couple minutes every day, we 

welcome the signs of fall with cooler temperatures and the changing colors.  At Center Church, the 

signs will be a pickup of activity. The Promise Landers will be joining the parishioners at start of the 

service then head off to the classrooms. Always fun to see them joyfully leave the sanctuary. With the 

vacation season mostly behind us, more folks will be attending church services. Always enjoyable to 

catch up with friends, what has been going on, what is happening in the future. Change happened in 

the life of the church over the past couple of months. We will miss not seeing our beloved Bobbie Ayers 

doing so many big and little things that keeps the church wheels running. And the incredible Thia 

Jubinville, as of August 28, she will have retired from the office administrator full-time position to part-

time financial administrator of 8 hours a week. The members very much appreciate her attention to 

detail, for keeping the church on tract, always in her helpful and caring manner.  For the deacons, that 

means what is needed for Sunday morning service to run smoothly.  Tracking down a scripture reader, 

knowing where to order supplies, reminding us when poinsettias and Easter flowers need to be 

ordered, getting the bulletin details pulled together and printed, ready for Sunday morning. Plus all 

the things we take for granted that get done. We thank Thia for all she does for Center Church. As 

September arrives, join your friends at church as we welcome the fall season. 

Karen Anderson, for the Deacons 

 

 
 

Pastor Lori is taking a sabbatical December 27-March 28, 2027!  The Church Council has charged a 
small group with searching, interviewing, and hiring a pastor to serve during Lori's sabbatical.  The 
group is currenting contacting eligible UCC authorized minister in the area.  Our first interview is 
scheduled for early September.  The sabbatical search group hopes to have a minister hired by the end 
of September. Progress updates will be announced in worship and here in Church at the Center. 
 

The Sabbatical Search Team:  Rachel Aldis, Brenna Anz, John Hoffman, Brian Lapis, Rev. Lori Souder 

Outreach Team 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 

Deacon’s Notes 

Sabbatical Search Update 



 

 
 

Generosity Season is Coming 
 

"Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  Matthew 6:21  
Greetings from the Center Church Stewardship Team.   With the start of our church program year, now 
is the time to start thinking about your annual financial pledge to Center Church.  Save the date for our 
generosity season kick-off lunch after worship on October 4.  You will receive pledge materials in the 
mail in early to mid-October.    We will commit, consecrate, & celebrate our annual pledges on Sunday 
Nov 15.  Thank you for your generosity to Center Church! 
 

 

 

 

Thank you from the Peterson Scholarship Fund!  
 

We are pleased to report that 8 very deserving applicants (3 from Center Church!), were awarded 

scholarships from the Peterson Fund. Although the monetary amount is not large, we hope it conveys 

to the awardees that we were impressed with their commitment to their chosen field of study, and in 

many cases, with their determination to overcome challenges in their lives. We are so grateful to the 

members and friends of Center Church for your generous support of this scholarship fund. 
 

 

 

It’s TAG SALE time!  
 

Volunteers have been working since mid-June to sort, clean, display a large variety of donated items.     
 

Can you help out for just a few hours as we begin the countdown to September 12th and 13th? We need 

your help to get to the finish line. We have put in place several of the suggestions made at the annual 

meeting but we received more donations and we need to staff our sale as we reach out to the buying 

public to come and shop.   

Here is the schedule to complete merchandise set up: 

Monday August 31st, 9am to noon 

Tuesday to Friday, September 1st to 4th, 9am to 3pm. 

Tuesday to Friday, September 8th to 11th, 9am to 3pm. 

Please participate at any of those times. If this schedule does not work for you, we are open to evenings and 

weekend days. Just a couple hours of your time makes a HUGE difference! 
 

Have you signed up to: 
 Organize ONE table of donations 
 Support as a helper/spotter on the days of sale 
 Make sure your donations reach us in time by 8/31 
 

We will open doors on September 12 at 8:00 am for $5, if customers want an early bird access. We will 
offer ½ price on Sunday for MOST, not all items. 
 

Date of Sale:  September 12th, 9:00 to 4:00          September 13th, 12:00 to 4:00 
 

We are requesting bake sale items to sell during the sale.  Our experience shows us that our Bakery is 
very popular and a significant contributor to our total sales. Bring items to the church. 

Corinne 413.219.6563  Karen 413.374.9156 

Stewardship 2026 
 

Peterson Scholarship Fund 2026 

Activities Team 



                                          
 
 

The Center Church Choir will begin singing again on September 13! 
 

We rehearse every Sunday at 9 AM and then sing during the worship service immediately afterward. You’re 

welcome to join us as often (or as infrequently) as your schedule allows. No long-term commitment required! 

Instrumentalists are also very welcome! If you play an instrument, we’d love to have you play a solo, 

accompany the choir, or otherwise share your musical gifts with us. 
 

And looking way ahead: we’d love to have some additional musicians join us for our Christmas Eve service. If 

you’re interested in singing or playing specifically for Christmas Eve, please reach out! 
 

Email Ben with any questions, requests, complaints, thoughts, or musings: bencoakley22@gmail.co 
 

 

  
Summer Music 2026       This is my 55th year playing during summer services for Center Church. 

Yikes, has it really been that long?  This is my third year playing Sunday services since I injured my 
back. While it still continues to be bothersome, I find that between sitting on a choir pew and on the 
organ bench long enough at each, I can still take part in the services.  Summer services began this year 
on June 21 for two weeks before we began our usual summer rotation between the Granby UCC church 
and our church.  We will see five Center Church services in August and then Labor Day Sunday 
September 6 which will officially end our “summer.”  The folks who have provided solo work have 
been:  choir director Ben Coakley, MHC rising junior and new choir member Mia Lederer who stayed 
working at school for the summer, Sharyn Kovalesky, Sharyn/Diane Clinton, Randy Purinton, 
Winston Baldwin, and lastly David Morrell/Gretchen LaBonte twice.  Many thanks to you all!!  We 
will also have a hymn sing during the August 23rd service.  Usually, I would happily hand the organ 
duties back to Larry Schipull when we return to regular services and choir comes back, but he will be 
off on a trip to Japan for the month, so I will be doing organ duty another three weeks and 
accompanying the choir as needed. Fingers crossed on that part! 
 

I have always said, previously, that our music program is definitely one of our strengths here at Center 
Church and it is mentioned often in listings of what draws in new members.  I believe that music, 
especially “church” music can help us deal with all the uncertainties of our current daily life.  I know I 
am always happier when there is music playing, even in the background of my daily life.  I will be glad 
to get back to our monthly piano/organ duets when Larry gets home. Besides, there might still be new 
duets to conquer with Larry and old ones to practice again!  Hoping that your summer has been restful 
and you are ready to meet what the fall will bring! 
 

Blessing and peace to all of you --    Cindy Morrell, associate in music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Associate in Music 

FROM THE CHOIR DIRECTOR 
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It is with joy and sadness that I leave my position as Office Admin.  I have been in the role for 22 years, 
so it’s been a big part of my life. And it has been a job that I have enjoyed!!  I am happy to be continuing 
on in the role of Financial Administrator – a job I have been doing for over 30 years!  I will however, 
miss seeing folks as they come and go from the building. Please know that if you have any questions 
about Church finances – or your pledge or donations – you should feel free to contact me!  The best 
way to do that would be by email centerchruchsh@gmail.com (this is a different email from the office 
one) or leave a message with the new Admin Ana, or on the church machine, and I will get back to you 
asap.   
 

I am so very grateful for all the wonderful experiences I have had in this job!  I have worked with 
wonderful staff – especially the current group.  Lori has been the best “boss” ever – we have developed 
a deep and life-long bond!  Cindy and Larry and Ben, have taught me a lot about music – I even 
recognize composer names now; and Cindy has gifted me often, with dark chocolate, making me very 
happy!   And Bob – well let’s just say I won’t have to hear Red Sox slurs anymore!  Or look at a Yankee 
hat every day.  And though they are not staff, they are part of the backbone of this Church, and I want 
to especially thank Eliot, Karen, John H., David M., Wendy, and, even AL, for their caring support 
throughout the years.  And … ALL the members and friends of Center Church I have known 
throughout the years (many who are no longer with us) – I am so grateful to know each of you!  Know 
that you have been a blessing in my life.  Makes me glad I will still be around.  Now, let’s hope for 

some wonderful weather this Fall           Thank you, Thank you!              Blessings, Thia 
 

 
 
 

SNEUCC (SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST) ANNUAL MEETING IN WORCHESTER September 25, 26, and 
27. US Senator Rev Raphael Warnock will be the guest preacher and 
presenter. Delegates (Center Church will cover the registration) and 
ordained ministers are welcome as well as the general public. Rev’s 
Souder and Baldwin are attending on Saturday. They welcome riders. 

 

 

 
 
 
Center Church was well represented this summer at the 
Southern New England Conference UCC's Silver Lake 

Camp & Retreat Center this summer. 
 

Maddie Burke, Zoe & Brian Lapis attended the "Fun in the 
Sun" week of camp in July.  Maddie was a camper, and Zoe 
and Brian were volunteer leaders. 
 

 

 

 

From the Outgoing Office Administrator 

Summer Fun at Silverlake 2026 
 

SNEUCC Annual Meeting 
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REVOLUIONARY TIMES IN SOUTH HADLEY 
 

In the four-volume set of The Story of Western Massachusetts by Harry Andrew Wright, 
some history is mentioned about South Hadley before and during the Revolution. We 
had the village folk taking up arms against British aggression. They formed a militia. 
During the decade of 1753-1763, South Hadley was considered the “outlying 
countryside” or the Frontier. For the French and Indian War, a county-wide regiment 
was formed and was commanded by Col. Ephraim Williams from the Berkshires. Its 
job was to drive the French from the various Western Mass villages. From that 
campaign, a South Hadley resident by the name of Benjamin Ruggles Woodbridge 

(later shortened to just Ruggles Woodbridge) was promoted to Major! 
 

As the Revolution drew near, unrest became the norm. South Hadley 
stayed informed about the Stamp Act of 1765, the “Boston Massacre” in 
1770, and the “Boston Tea Party” in 1773. At this time, Ruggles 
Woodbridge became the head of the Liberty Party in South Hadley. From 
the group, other committees were organized, such as the Committee of 
Safety. It maintained South Hadley’s “warning system,” from which came 
the “minute men!”  
 

The Committees of Safety were set in motion on the evening of Tuesday, April 
18, 1775, when Paul Revere “spread the alarm to every Middlesex village and 
farm” that the British were about to attack! Riders were dispatched to 
Amherst, Belchertown, Hadley and Northampton. At this point, Major 
Woodbridge was promoted to Colonel. and informed by a courier that the 
British were on the march.  He then alerted the village by beating drums and 
discharging firearms! With three days provisions, over 100 minute men from 
Belchertown, Granby and South Hadley set out for Lexington. Names of the 

South Hadley minute men were: Ebenezer Stoddard, Jonathan Selden, 
Jr., John Lane, David Nash, John Marshall, Peter Pendergrass, Capt. 
Moses Montague, Capt. William Eastman, Ensign Experience Smith, 
Samuel White, Capt. Phineas Smith, Lt. Reuben Judd and Col. Ruggles 
Woodbridge. Part of the regiment stayed on to fight at Bunker Hill. The 
regiment became part of the Continental Army. Throughout the “War 
for Independence” Rev. John Woodbridge the 9th would give a summary 
of the latest news from the army every Sabbath morning. 
  

Because of the courage to stand up for our rights, these minute men 
contributed their will, and even their lives, in order for us (their descendants) to enjoy what we now 
know as the United States of America. July 4th did not become a national holiday until 1783. The 
“Boston Massacre” was celebrated as “national Remembrance Day” until 1783. 
 
9/26      David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 
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Reenactment Militia 

Bunker Hill 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                              Ministers:   All Church Members 
                                   Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                    

Christian Education Program 

Children: Vicki Scherer, Coordinator,   Julia Nogales, Teacher 
Youth Coordinator:  Kenneth Mulder  

 Nursery Caregiver:    
 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

  Choir Director:        Ben Coakley 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                    Office Administrator:       Ana Lewis    
                               Financial Administrator:       Cynthia Jubinville 

                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            
 

01        Katy Daniels 
 Tori Daniels 

05 Alina Sokop 

08 Chris Orsini 

09        Valerie Bonzek 

10 Corinne Chartrand 

13 Nancy Towne 

18 Lori Souder 

21 Don Donihue 

Matt Gage 

23 Barbara Kershner 

25 Jonas Clarke 

27  Bennett Anz 

28 Sanford (Sandy) Belden 

 
Keynote by 

Rev. Dr. 
Raphael G. 
Warnock - 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& Tag Sale  
 

September 12th  

9am – 4pm  

September 13th  

Noon – 4pm 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 3 4 5 

 
Welcome Ana! 

Our new 
Church  
Admin! 
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7pm 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

AA 1:30PM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 

Worship with 
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Bible Study@ 

Loomis 
11am 
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9am – 4pm 
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Worship 10am 
 

Church School 
And Youth Group 

Resume 
 

 
 
 

Noon – 4pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Breakfast and 
Conversation  
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Loomis 
11am 
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Worship  
 10 am 

 
Deacons following 
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Loomis 
11am 

 
 

 
AA 1:30PM 
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