
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

     “Center Church” 

                                  United Church of Christ  -  ONA 
      One Church Street 

               South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075 
(413) 532-2262 

email:   centerchurch@verizon.net 
website:  www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org 

Facebook:   Center Church of South Hadley MA 
Instagram:  @centerchurchsouthhadley 

 
We, the congregation of the First Congregational Church of South Hadley, MA, 
UCC, also known as Center Church, declare ourselves to be Open and Affirming. 
Our congregation is welcoming to all, embracing those of differing sexual orientation, 
transgender/gender identity and expression, marital status, age, mental and physical 
health and ability, racial and cultural background/identity, and 
educational/socioeconomic status. We are open to all to share in Christ’s bountiful 
love through life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, 
responsibilities, blessings, and joys. In the spirit of Paul in Galatians, we celebrate 
the diversity in which God has created us! 
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Sept. 6th, 2026 
 

The Prayer Candle is lit to remind us how there is ongoing strife around the 

world. May we pray for and act in peace as Jesus reminds us, “Blessed are 

the Peacemakers.” 

 

“All were questioning in their hearts concerning John, the Baptizer, 
whether he might be the Messiah,”                                                  

                                                                                                   John 3:15 

PRELUDE                               “Ode to Joy”                          B. Roe, G. Parker 
          

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
  

CHORAL INTROIT  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  God, our rock, we call out to you today. 
People:  O God, we seek your refuge. 
Leader:  Guide us and lead us, O God. 
People:  O God we seek your refuge. 
Leader:  Let your face shine on us, your servants. 
People:  O God, we seek your refuge. 
Leader:  O God, we seek your refuge. 
All:   You are, indeed, our rock and our fortress. 
 
*HYMN               Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You                  black #4 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

MORNING PRAYERS  
Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 Holy One, sometimes the trials of our lives can seem too heavy a 

burden to bear. The slings and stones of the world hurt us deeply. Forgive us 
when we lash out at those who seek to wound our spirits. Forgive us when 
we forget to take refuge in you.  

 Assurance of Forgiveness 



We know you are our fortress, Holy One. Help us to take refuge in 
you, for you forgive our failings and redeem us in your faithfulness. Amen 

Pastoral Prayer  
Silence   
Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

           Our Creator/Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

                For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen  

Congregational Response                                                       
            

 

 
 

 

 
 

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES            Luke 3: 10 - 14 
10The crowds asked, John, the Baptizer, “What shall we do?”  11In response, he says 

to them. “Whomever has two sets of under ware must give one to one of those who 

has no under ware and whoever has food must share it with those who do not have 

enough food to eat.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13He says to them, “Collect no more than the 

amount prescribed for you to collect.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

should we do?” He says to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 

false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages” 

 
SERMON                        DONATE NOW 
 
*HYMN     Take My Gifts                                      black #562 
 

OFFERING 

 Invitation         

 Offertory          “Peace like a River/Kum Ba Yah”       arr. J. A. Shafferman 

 

 



*Doxology                       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

        Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low, 

        Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 

  One God triune whom we adore.  Amen 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

*HYMN                       As We Gather Around Your Table         black #332                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

COMMUNION 
 Invitation 
 Communion Prayer                                                                                                 
 Words of Institution 
 Distribution of the Bread and Cup   

It is our tradition to hold each of the elements until all are served 
so that we may partake together. 

[Rice cake pieces are offered for those with allergies to gluten.] 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)      

  We are thankful for how the bread and cup make a way for 

transformation. We no longer have to be stuck, but rejuvenated 

through Jesus. Thanks be to God. 

*HYMN                            O for A World                              black #575 
 

BENEDICTION 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE         Threefold Amen 

POSTLUDE                               “Ode to Joy”                                L. Smith  
 

We invite you to remain quietly and celebrate the conclusion of worship in the postlude. 
 

The Deacons are asking you to refrain from clapping. If moved by the postlude or worship, 
please shout out “AMEN!”  We are implementing this to move away from worship being a 
performance, to sharing a sentiment of having been filled by worship/music.  

*Please stand if you are comfortable. 
We hope that you find your worship experience meaningful.  

If you are new to the community, we invite you to make this your church home. 

 
 

Please stay after worship for refreshments and fellowship 
 downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are visiting with us today, WELCOME.  At the 

close of the service, please take a small welcome gift 

found in the baskets located at the sanctuary narthex 

and crossway doors.  It is our token of saying “thank you 

for sharing worship with us, we truly feel blessed and we hope to see you 

again soon.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     In our Service Today 
 

  Preacher:             Rev. Winston Baldwin 

  Scripture Reader:              Lori Souder 

  Organist:      Larry Schipull 

Choir Director:    Ben Coakley     

  Deacon:                                             Karen Anderson 

  Soloists:      Gretchen Labonte 

         David Morrell 

         
    

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Situational:  

Cynthia Baker 

Dennis Banks, friend of Karen and 
     Estelle Anderson, with cancer 

Beverly Byrnes, friend of Karen Anderson 

Neil Fairman, friend of Karen Anderson 

Robin Glossner, undergoing chemo 

John Hoffman’s parents, Jean and John 

Michael Nemuth, Anita Sarro’s son,     
    undergoing treatment 

Hitesh Shroff, receiving cancer treatment 
 

 
 

 
 

Continual:   

Eileen Halkyard 

Elisa’s young friend Elija, addiction recovery 

Eunice Howes 

Elisa Morrison’s brother Carl, with heart 

issue  
Leila (Addison) Mulder,  

    attending boarding school 

Fay Paquette 

Bernice Strong 

Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter 

Those struggling with addiction,  
   with cancer, and with chronic disease 

 

 
 

If you have submitted one of these requests for prayer, please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone’s name from the list. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This Week at Center Church 

Tuesday  Church Council 7pm 

Thursday          AA 1:30pm    Dance Lessons 
Saturday      Fall Fair + Tag Sale 9am – 4pm 
Sunday             Worship 10am + FF/Tag Sale 12 - 4pm 



Center Church Announcements 
Please sign up to read Scripture during Sunday worship.  There is 

a sign-up sheet on the table in the Bock Crossway.  Also, please 

consider being a greeter as folks come into the Sanctuary – signup 

sheet also in the Crossway. 

 

 

Help Those in Nepal-Tibet and Venezuela 
In the last two months there have been devastating flooding and 

landslides in Nepal-Tibet and 2 significant earthquakes across 

northern Venezuela. Hundreds have died so far, many more injured 

and thousands are missing and displaced. These countries are in 

severe emergency situations with loss of shelter, infrastructure, and 

basic necessities of life. The UCC Global Hope Team is working and 

supporting its partners through Global Ministries to provide 

immediate needs to sustain daily life as well as planning for recovery 

for the long term in these places and all places that experience crises. 

If you would like to help in these efforts through this church, please 

write a check to Center Church, note “relief efforts” in the memo 

section and put it in the collection plate next Sunday. All checks will 

be added together and one check will be mailed to the UCC for 

Nepal floods and Venezuela earthquakes. Thank you for your 

support.  - Your Outreach Team 

 

Operation Backpack  
  Sheila Adams’ Operation Backpack is in full swing 
for the coming school year.  As we have for several 

years, Center Church will continue to collect items to 
help our local kids. Sheila needs all kinds of school 
supplies to help students start the year right, 



including some things you may not think of: large backpacks for 
older students, flash drives, 1 ½ “ binders, 3 subject notebooks. A 
carload of supplies has already been delivered to Operation 
Backpack, thanks to you all. There are collection boxes in the 
sanctuary and downstairs by side entrance for your convenience. 
This congregation is a blessing to your community. Thank you.  

- Your Outreach Team. 
If you are in need of backpacks or school supplies for your 

child/ren, please contact Shiela Adams at 
shoperationbackpack@yahoo.com or call her at 413-536-5316.  She will 
need child’s name and grade they are entering, as well as a phone 
number at which you can be reached. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

        

November 21st and 22nd 

The Holiday Bazaar is planned for November 21-22, still 3 

months away in the future, but on the drawing board! We will host 

talented crafters as we did last November, so we are starting the 

planning. We want to open the invitation to crafters to plan to join 

us for the weekend of November 21-22, and I will forward an 

application as soon as crafter inquiries arrive. Let us know if you 

have any contacts I should reach out to.   Corinne 
 

 

 

mailto:shoperationbackpack@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tag Sale is September 12th and 13th.  This past Sunday I made a request 

to complete the table set up of Fellowship Hall this coming Sunday. After 

consulting with Corinne, we are going to start after fellowship time about 

11:30 or so, and will be less than an hour of your time. 
  

Here is the schedule to complete merchandise set up: 

Monday August 31st, 9am to Noon 

Tuesday to Friday, September 1st to 4th, 9am to 3pm. 

Tuesday to Friday, September 8th to 11th, 9am to 3pm. 

 

Please participate at any of those times. If this schedule does not work for 

you, we are open to evenings and weekend days. Just a couple hours of your 

time makes a HUGE difference! 
  

Please consider a donation to the Bake Sale. Homemade goodies are always 

a very hot item for our shoppers. 
  

Any ideas, suggestions, questions? Speak to Corinne or Karen. 
  

Many hands make light work. 
  

We sincerely appreciate every volunteer! 
  

Corinne Chartrand 413-219-6563      Karen Anderson 413-374-9156 
 

 

September  

12th and 13th 

 

When? 

& 



 

 

& Tag Sale  
 

September 12th:  
9am – 4pm  

September 13th:  
Noon – 4pm 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


